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ABrief Fuſtification of the Prince of O= 
\ ranges Deſcent into England, &«. 


| - # Hatſoever may occur in the enſuing ſheets, 
? diſagreeable to the Politicks of ſome late 

| Writers ; yet I have not only declined to 

name the Perſons whoſe Principles I contradi,but have 

| forborn mentioning any of thoſe Execrable Dodtrines,by 
which they have endeavoured to betray us into Slavery, 

| and have both tempted Princes toan exerciſe of Tyranny, 
| and done what they could to juſtifie them in it. "Tis un- 
| ſurable tomy Temper, as I do reckon it mean in it felf,to 
| adminiſter occafion,whereby the Reputation of any that 
| can be ſuppoſed reclaimable , may become expoſed ; or 
+ their perſons rendred any ways abnoxious. For though 
© would be an abandoning our felves, and Poſterity ro 
| worſe miſeries, than the Nation hath either felt, or with 
| much difficulty efcap'd, not to faſten in a Parliamentary 
' way a brand of indelibleinfamy upon their Illegal, Trea- 
+ cherous, and Enſlaving Tenets ; yet I hope,as well as de- 
. | fire, that the urmoſt degrees of Mercy , will beexerct- 
| ſed rowards: the higheſt Prerogative Authors , whictt 
| | hallbe found conſiſtent, with the rendring our Conſts» 
| tation and Laws for the future fafe and inviolable. And 
| as I never hitherto ated upon other indacements', than 


| | thofeof ferving the Glory of God, and of aſſerting the 

| Rights, and promoting the Intereſt of my Country ; ſo 
\ the alone Motive, as wel as Profpe&t, upon which I do 
|now write, is the vindicating of the Methods that have 
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been applyed unto for our Relief and Redemption, and | 
the offering ſuch further Meaſures, as remain to be PUr= * 
| ſued, for the Eſtabliſhing our Peace and Happineſs, upon 

Foundations,that will both enſure and ſupport them. Nor 
does he deſerve a Name amongſt,mueh leſs a ſhare in the 
Priviledges peculiar unto Engliſh-men,who-will not con- 
tribute whatſoever lieth within his Circle , both for hin- 
dring our relapſing cither into Confuſion;”er » Ap 
dom,and tor advancing the Tranquility , Welfare, and | 
Proſperity of the Kingdom, not only to whatthey\Fver 1 
were in its moſt ſetled and fortunate ſtate', but beyond ' 
the felicity we enjoy any former Preſidents of, -Eſpeci- | 
ally ſeeing his Highneſs the Prince of Oraxge,with aCom- 

allton, Generofity, and Zeal, not to be paralled on the 

ile of Hiſtory , hath put it into our own power, to re- | 
trieve andRe-eſtabliſh the Priviledges andLiberties which 
by force and Fraud have been wreſted from us, to pre- | 
vent their being either Invaded or Subverted hereafter,and 
to make ſuch Additional Proviſions, as ſhall be reckoned © 
neceſſary , as well tor our own enjoyment of the Refor- | 
med Religion, without fear or danger, and for tranſmit- ' 
ting it fate and uncorrupted to our Poſterity, as for ren- 
dring the Kingdom, by reaſon af Wealth, Security, and 
Renown, the envy of all Natjons about us. And as the 
Condeſcention,Selt-denyal, and Moderation of the Prince * 
of Orange , after ſo tempting as well as fignal a Succeſs, - 
tranſcends all Examples conveyed unto us in theRecords | 
of Time; ſo we ſhould not only be very ill men;ſhould we | 
depart from his Temperance of Mind.cither in the things 
we have left us to be proſecuted, or in the manner of pro- 
moting them,but we ſhould be that,and withal extrezm- * 
ly unwiſe, if we be not awakened and provoked to mind \ 
and advance his Honour,Greatneſs,and Intereſt the more, : 


by how much we find him through Modeſty to negle& 
them, The | 
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The Conſideration of Government in general, is none 
of my Province at this time, farther then to obſerve, 
that as it derives its Ordination and Inſtitution from God, 
ſo it is circumſcribed and limited by Him, to be exerciſed: 
according to the Laws of Nature, (and of plain Reve- 
lation where vouchſafed) in ſubſerviency to the glory of 
the Creator,and the benefit of Mankind, All Rulers are 
thus far under Patt and Confinement , that they are ob- 
liged by the Almighty and Supream Soveraign, to ex- 
ett their Governing Power,for the- promoting his Service 
and Honour, and to exerciſe their Authority for the 
Safety, Welfare, and Proſperity of thoſe over whom they 
are Eſtabliſhed. There need no previous CompatQs,and 
Agreements, between Princes and People as to theſe, for- 
aſmuch as they are (etled and determined by the Law 
and-appointment of the Divine-Legiflator, arid- ofthe U- 
niverſal Soveraign. Whoſoever retuſeth to Govern in 
Subordination unto and for God , and in order to the 
prote&ion and benefit of the Community, ceaſeth to- 
anſwer the Ends unto which Magiſtracy was Inſtituted, 
and for which Reforal Authority is eſtabliſhed over and 
among Men. Nor is it in the choice or powerof any 
Society, at their eretting the Forms/of Government, un- 
der which-they are contented to live, and at their Nomi- 
nating the Perſons, to whom they commit the Right of 
Adminiſtriog Juſtice towards and over themſelves;and'of 
withſtanding and avenging 'injurics: offered them by o- 
thers, to'enlarge and extend the power of thoſe whom 
rhey conſtitute their Rulers, beyond the Limits and Boun- 
daries, unto which God hath ſtaked and confined Magi- 
ſtrates, in the Charters of Nature: and Revelation. Tho' 
people may both then and afterwardsabridgethemſelves, 
as they think meet , in things under theit own diſpofal, 
and either narrow or enlarge the Rulers power, in refe- 
rence 
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- rence to what they have a Right toemtalyer thopart from, 
for thereal or imagined benefit of the Community ; yet 
they can no ways mterpoſle in the diſpoſal of the Rights 
- which belong ynto God, and which he-hath incommuni- 
cably reſerved unto himſelf ; 'nor can they confer thoſe 
meaſures and degrees of Authority unto thoſe whom they 
Ele& and advance to Magiſtracy , which God hath an- 
tecedently precluded the one from beſtowing, and the 0- 
ther from receiving. For example,no body or Society of 
men, can transfer a power unto thoſe whom they ſele& 
and ſet apart from among themſelves to be Rulers over 
theCommunity., 1n the virtue. whereof, thoſe veſted 
with Magiſtratical Authority,can withdraw therr Subje&s 
from their Allegiance to Gad, aG arbitrarily in preſcrib- 
ing and impoſing what Religion they pleaſe, or deſtroy 
the meaneſt perſon , fave upon a previous Crime; and a 
Juſt Demerit. CSOUrs 
Naw God having. in the Inſtitution. of Magiſtracy, 
confined ſuch as ſhall be chofe Rulers, within no other 
limits 1n reference-unto our civil concerns, fave that they 
are to. Govern for the good of thoſe , over whom they 
come to. be eſtabliſhed', it remeins free and entire tothe 
People at their firſt Erection of, and Submiſſion to Go- 
- verninent, to preſcribe and define what ſhall be the mea- 
fures and boundaries of the publick Good,and unto what 
* Rules and Standard the Magiſtrate ſbaltbe reſtrained, in 
- order tg his defending and promoting the benefit of the 
Society., of which he is created the Civil and Political 
- Head. Andevery onebeing equally Maſter of his own: 
Property and Liberty, antecedently to their Agreement 
with one another,and tothe compa of the Umiverſalicy, 
or at {eaſt of. the Majority , with Him or Thofe whom 
they call to Rule over them; it evidently follows, that 
_ thoſe wha come to be cloathes with Magiſtracy, can lay 


claim 
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chim to no more Authority over the Liberty;or prefend 
to no: more Right in and over the Property of that Body 
Politick,than what theCommunity conferred upon them, 
and doth voluntarily diveft themfelyes of, upon the pro- - 
ſpeCt of the advantages arifing unto them from their li- 
ving in Societies,and under Magiſtrates. We muſt ſuppoſe 
all Mankind to have beewinfatuated;and to have become - 
diſtracted , if they-ſhould have ſabmitted themſelves to 
the Furiſdiftion of one who had no antecedent Right to - 
command them,meerly,in order to their being, in'a worfe - 
Condition than they. previouſly were. And therefore 
ſeeing the extentand latitude of the Magiſtrates power, 
muſt owe its Original-to' fome Grant. of the. People, it 
does from thence lye incumbent upon him, to prove and 
juſtifie the ſeveral degrees and meaſures of Authority and : 
Prerogative-which .he pretends toiclaim... And whatſoe- 
ver he cannot derive from ſome:Conceflion of the Socic- - 
ty, muſt.be acknowledged to remain ſtill veſted in: the 
People, as their referved Priviledge and Right. And 
whatſoever he pretends unto, which he cannot + prove - 
their ſurrendry of from themſelves unto him,argues not 
only his departing from the Compa@ betwixt him and 
the Community,by. virtue whereof he:was: ordained and 
created their Ruler, but it renders hint guilty of an In- 
vaſion upon the Rights of the-whole' Society, and- uporr + 
thoſe of every individual Member of it. Force and Con- 
queſt giveno juſt nor legal Title over a People by which - 
the Conquerour becomes their Magiſtrate, until'they by 
ſome conſent either zacit or expliczt , declare their ſub- 
miſſion unto and acquiefcence in him,upon the beſt Terms 
which they can obtain; and that he.is willing: to. grant. 
And as no- Government is lawful ,- but what-is founded. 
upon CompaQt and Agreement , between thoſe choſen - 
$0 govern, and them whocondeſcend to be governed iy 

CRE: : 
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the Articles upon.which/they ſtipulate the one with the 


other, - become the: Fundamentals of the. reſpeQive Con-. 
Kitutions of Nations, and together with ſuperadded po-.. 
ſitive Laws, are both the limits of the Rulers Authority,- 


and the Meaſures of the Subje&s Obedience. To extend 
the Gqvernours Right to! Commind, and Subje&s Duty 
to Obey, beyond:the Laws of 'ones Country, is Treaſon 
againſt the Conſtitution,Treachery to the Society where- 
ot we are Members, and through diſſolving the Ties by 
which Princes ſtand confined , and overthrowing the 
Hedges by which the reſerved Rights, Priviledges, ' and 
Properties of the SubjeEt are Fenced about, every Prince 
is made a Tyrant , and all Subjects are rendered Slaves. 
Nor are all previous Agreements,Stipulations, and Lays, 
made inſignificant and uſeleſs by ſuch a pernicious and a- 


dulatory Do&rine as: that of Non-refiſtance , when our. 


Rights are Arbitrarily invaded, and the.Conſtitution and 


Tricks and Cheats for decoying thole that were antece- 
dently free, into a nooſe and ſtate of Thraldom and Bon« 


dape , | under. the ſpectous and guilded pretence. of. ren»: 


dring; their Liberty more ſecure, andtheir Condition 
more ſafe. Vo. | 


And as *tis by vertue of Compads,Stipulations,Com- 
primiſes, and Agreements, that all Legal Governments: 


have their Original and:;Eſtabliſhment;. that various and 


diſtin Forms-obtain.an-different-Countries ,, and that a- 
Titleand Right: to Ruliog Authority , and the method 
of arriving at it, is provided far and. procured ; ſo every. 
SubjeRs Allegiance 1s-firſt owing to the Conſtitytion,and: 
to the'Ruler-only: 18 the Forte: and; Vertne-of -what' & 


very Memiber'of the Political Society ts:boutd unto, | by 
the Terms : of:: the Ofiginal-Pa& and: Settlement? Ab» 
{rating - from the Conſtitution, and ' the. Corenn 
©f,7 wW uch 


Government avowedly ſubverted-, butthey are meer 


& 
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| which it lays us under, no man can challenge a Right of 
7 Commanding us, nor do weowe unto him any Duty of 
? Subje&Rion and Obedience, Wholoever he be that under” 
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2 pretence of being conſtituted Soveraign, does invade 
and ſubvert the Fundamental Laws of the Society, he 


| does thereby ipſo fatto, annul all the Legal Right he had to 
7 Govern, and Abſolves all who were before his Subjects, 
' from the Legal Engagements they were under of yield- 


ing him Obedience. $0 that the immediate and natural 


: effe@ of a Prince's claiming what the Rules of the Con- 
} ſtitution are fo far from Entitling him unto, that they 


preclude him from-it,is the depriving himfelf of all Right 


' to claim any thing, and a reſtoring of the People to their 


State and Condition of Primitive Freedom, of which as 
they ofly deveſted-chemſelves by, and upon the Terms 
of the Conſtitution, ſo they neither departed from it a» 


| ny longer than that ſhould be kept facred and 1nviolable, 
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nor any further than was covenanted and ſtipulated in, 
and by the Terms and Agreement therein ſpecified and 
contained. And ſeeing it proceeds from the efficacy of 
the forementioned Contracts, that one Perſon becomes 
advanced from the common level to the Title and Autho- 
rity of a Soveraign, and that all others are by their own 
conſent reduced and brought down to the condition of 
Subjects, there doth ariſe trom thence not only a mutu- 


| al Relation betwixr- him that-Governs, and them-that 
are Governed, bur the: firſt and. higheſt1Treafon is-that 


which is committed againſt the Conſtitution ; and. ſuch 


and fuch Ctimes againſt the Perſon and Dignity of. the 


Supreme Magiſtrate, are only made and declared'to be 
to, by reaſon of the capacity he is put into by :the Cons» 
ſtitution, of preſerving and defending. the-Society,. iand 
becauſe it 1s needful in'order to ithe peace, weltars, and 


: fatety of the Commiunity , that he ſhould be covered 
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- from all Danger, and rendred Sacred in his Perſon, and } 
Inviolable in his Regal Honour, while he anfwereth the 
Truſt, which the People upon their Aſſembling and Uni- * 
ting into a Body Politick, committed unto him, and does 


neither depart from the Eſſential and Fundamental Terms 
of the Original CompaQ, nor from their neceſſary Pro- 
viſions afterwards added, and enacted for preſerving the 
Government 1n its primitive State and Frame. So that 
they neither are, nor can be Traytors, who endeavour to 
preſerve and maintain the Conſtitution ; but they are 
the Traytors who deſign and Purſue the Subverſion of it. 
They are the Rebels that go about to overthrow the Go- 
vernment of their Country ; whereas ſuch who ſeek to 
{upport and defend it, arc the truly Loyal Perſons, and 
do ac} conformable to the Ties and Obligations of Feal- 
ty. Nor is it meerly the firſt and higheſt Treaſon in 
itſelf, that a Member of a Political Society is capable of 
committing , to go about to ſubvert the Conſtitution ; 
but it is alto the higheſt Treaſon he can perpetrate againſt 
the Perſon, Crown, and Dignity of the King; for ſuchan 
Endeavour both annuls and vacates all his Title to Supe- 
riority over thoſe, above whom he was exalted from the 
common level, by virtue of the Conſtitution, and de- 
prives him of all rightful and legal Claim of Rectoral Au- 
thority over the Society, by deſtroying the alone Foun- 


dation upon which it was erefted, and by which he be- 


came veſted with it. Through cancelling the Charter, 
trom which he deriveth and holdeth his Governing Pow- 
er, they not only make his Title to Soveraighty precari- 
ous, but they do render every Claim of that kind, and 


every Challenge of Governing the Community, to be - 


anInvaſion and'an Uſurpation. To all which, I will 
only further add under this Head, 'That as all Legal Go- 
vernment is/founded upona mutual Stipulationand Com- 


rs 
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\Þ 
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pad , ſo the firſt and moſt abſolute Obligation ariſing 


7 from this Agreement, becomes incumbent and lyes upon 
? the Prince towards the People; whereas the Fealty, and 


Duty which by the faid Contra and Covenant they bind 
and engage themſelves unto towards him, is in order but 


; Secundary Conditional, Whenſoever any Perſon is cho- 


o 
. 


7 ſen from the reſt of the Society, and raiſed to Kingſhip 
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upon a foregoing and previous Contract with the Com. 
munity, he becomes upon the very accepting of it, bound 
abſolutely and without reſerve to govern them according 


; to the Terms and Meaſures, which they and he have a- 


0] 
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greed and ſtipulated, and to Rule rhem by the Tenor of 
the Laws, unto which they have circumſcribed and con- 
fined him. Whereas all the Obedience and Fealty which 
they who by that Agreement have rendered themſelves 
Subjects,owe unto their Ordained and Created Severaign, 
to derive their Obligatory Force towards them, and be- 
come due unto him, upon his governing them according 
to the concerted and ſtipulated Conditions, and his pre- 
ſcrving unto them their reſerved Priviledges, Liberties, 
and Rights. 

Now as Eng/and has been the moſt provident and care- 
ful of all Nations, in reſerving unto its ſelf, upon the 
firſt Inſtitution of, and its ſubmiſſion unto Regal Go- 
vernment, all ſuch Rights, Priviledges, and Liberties, as 
were neceſlary to render it either Renowned: and Hono- 
rable Abroad, or Safe, Happy, and Proſperous at Home; 
ſo it hath with a Courage and Magnaniraity peculiar un- 
toit, maintained ws Priviledges and Liberties through a 
large and numerous Series of Ages, and either reaſſured 
and ſecured them by new. and ſuperadded Laws, when 
there were endeavours to undermine and ſupplant them, 
or elſe hath vindicated them with a generous, manly, 
and Military Courage, even to the Depoſition and Ab- 

B 2 dication 
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_ dication of Treacherous, Uſurping,and Tyranous Princes, | 


when more gentle, mild, and Senatorian Methods were 
fourid weak and ineffeCtual to cover and prote& them ro 
themſelves, and to convey and tranſmit them to ſuch as 
were to come alter. The People of England hath the 
ſame Title unto, and Security for the enjoy ment of their 
Liberties and Properties, that our Kings have unto their 
Crowns, cr for defence of the Regal Dignity. For as 
they can plead nothing for what they enjoy, or claim, 
but fundamental and poſitive Laws ; fo the Subje&s In- 
tereſt in his Liberty and Property are conveyed unto 
him by the ſame Terms and Channels, and fenced about 
with the fame Hedges and Pales. Horn tells us in his 
Mirrour, chap. 1. That the Saxons having put an end to 
the Heptarchy, by reaſon of the continual Wars that 
attended the Reigning of ſo-many Kings in ſo narrow a 
compaſs of Land, ew they choſe. themſelves one King, to 
maintain and defend their Perſons and Goods in Peace, by 
Rules of Law, aud made him Swear, That he would be O- 
bedient to ſuffer Right as well as his People ſhould be. For 
according td Bradtoy, lib. 3. c. 9. The whole Power of the 
King of England, u to do good, and not to do hurt, nor can 
he do any thing as a King, but what he can legally do. 
And as we know no King, but a King fy Law ; fo 
weare aſſured by Forteſcue, lib. 1.c. 8. and /ib., 3. c. 9. 
That he Governs not his People by a Regal Power , but 
by a Politick, From thence our Princes were angient- 
1y bound to Swear at their Corogation, That they 
would Govern according to Law, and preſerve unto them all 
their Cuſtoms and Franchiſes : (Stat. of Proviſ 2.5. Ecl.z.) 
Nor can we have a clearer evidence of the legal extent of 


'the King's Authority, and of the dimenſion of the Obe- 
' dience which the Subject 1s bound unto, than that which 
we have in the Oath of Fealty , which former] 


y uſed to 


be exaRted of the Subject: Namely, That he ſhould be 
| - obe- 
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obedient to all the King's Laws , and to every Precept and 
Proceſs proceeding from the ſame (Wilkins Treat. Coron, &c. 
* Court Leet, Oc. p. 140) Nor is that unworthy our obſer- 
* . vation, Which Zen 1. writ to the Pope, when attaqu'd 

| by him about the matter of Inveſtitures : viz. That he 
J could not diminiſh the Rights, either of the Crown, or of the 
; Kingdom 3 and that if he ſhould be ſo abjet and mean as to 
attempt it, the Barons and People of Engiand repreſented 
in Parliament , would not allow or permit it : Optimates | 
mei,& totius Anglie populus, id nullo modo paterentur. 'Tis 
upon this account affirmed of an Eng/iſh King, That he 
can do no wrong, becauſe he can do nothing but what F 
the Law impowers him. For though he hath all things | 
ſubje&ed to his Authority , while he aQts according to 
Law, yet there is nothing left to his Arbitrary Will. The 
ſeveral Charters, eſpecially that ſtiled the Great Charter, 
in and by which our Rights ſtand ſecured, ſworn, and 
entailed unto us and to our Poſterity,were not the Grants 
and. Conceſſions of our Priaces, but Recognitions of 
F; what we had reſerved unto our ſelves in the Original In- 
ſtitution of our Government, and of what had always 


| appertained unto us by Common Law, and Immemorial 
1 Cuſtoms. And though theſe Priviledges and Liberties 
? came to-be more diſtinaly expreſſed and ſignally ratified 
in the Great Charter, than they had been betore ; yet they : 
had not only been acknowledged and tranſmitted down 
in the Laws of Edward the Confeſſar , as the Birth-right 
of every Engliſh-man, which allo W:l/zam the firſt Norman 
King ratified as fuch, but they had long betore been colle- 
&ed into a Body by K. Edgar the Saxon, and were on!y 
revized, repeated, and confirmed by the Confeſſor. But 
among all the Rights and Priviledges appertaining unto 
us, that of having a ſhare in the Legiſlation, and of be- 
ing to be Governed by ſuch Laws, as we our ſelves {hall 
chuſe, 15 the moſt Fundamental and eflential, as well as 
| the 
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the moſt advantagious and beneficial; For thereby: we 
are inable to make ſuch ſucceſſive and continual proviſi- 
ons, as the preſervation of the Society, and the promo- * 
ting either of the Temporal or Eternal Welfare of the * 
Subje&, ſhall be found to render needful or expedient. 
And as through being poſſeſſed of ſo great a portion of 
the Legiſlative Power, and through having a Right by 
ſeveral poſitive Laws to Annual Parliaments,we can both 
relieve our ſelves from and againſt every thing that either 
threatneth, endangererh, or oppreſſeth us, and furniſh and 
accommodate the whole Community. with all legal Suc- 
cours,and means that are neceſſary for Peace,Preſervation, 
and Proſperity ; ſo herein lyes our ſignal advantage and 
felicity, that what we become intereſted in, by a poſitive 
and Statute Law, it doth thereby and from thence become 
| a part of our Right and Property, and not to be wreſt- 
f ed again from us but by our own conſent. For as Brafox 
| ſaith, Lb. 1. c. 2. ( thongh it bealſo one of the firſt di- 
ates of Reaſon and common Senſe) Leges non poſſunt 
mutari nec deſtrui, fine communi conſenſu & concilio eorum 
omnium , quorum concilio & conſenſu fuerunt promulgate z 
Laws can neither be altered nor vacated, ſave by the conſent 
and concurrence of the ſame Authority, by which they were 
made and Enafted. *Tis true, that the Executive part of #2} 
the Government, is both by our Common and Statute - 
Laws, conveyed unto and veſted in the King, but at the = 
ſame time there is ſufficient proviſion made both in the 
Terms of our Conſtitution, and in our Parliamentary 
| | Acts, to prevent this from being hurtful unto us, unleſs 
\ our Soveraigns become guilty both of the higheſt Trea- 
þ chery, and withal make an Invaſion upon, and endea- 
| ; vour the Subverſion of the whole Government. A 
| Right of overſeeing the Execution of the Laws, being 
a Prerogative inſeparable from the Office of the Supream 
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Magiſtrate, becauſe the very Ends unto which he is cloa- 
thed with ReCtoral Authority,and for which he is deſign- 
ed and eſtabliſhed, are the conſervation of the publick 
Peace, and the adminiſtration of Juſtice towards and a- 
mong the Members of the Body Politick: all to be ex- 
peCted from the Wiſdom of the Society, or practicable by 
them, either upon the firſt erection of, and ſubmiſſion 
to Civil Government, or upon their future 1improve- 
ments and farther regulations of it, was to direct, limir, 
and reſtrain this Executive power committed unto the So- 
veraign, and to make him and his Subordinate Miniſters 
accountable, in cafe they ſhould deny, -delay, or pervert 
Juſtice, ' or be found chargeable with Mal-adminiſtration 
of the Laws. Nor was ever a people more provident as 
to all theſe, than our Predeceflors and Anceſtors have 
been. For as they have left nothing to the King's private 
diſcretion, much leſs to his Arbitrary. Will, but haveal- 
ſigned him the Laws as the Rules and Meaſures he is to 
Govern by ; ſo they not only delegated it unto him as a 
Truſt, which he is to Swear faithfully to perform, but 
they always reſerved a liberty, right, and power unto 
themſelves, of inſpeting his Adminiſtration, making him 
reſponſable for it, and of abdicating him from the Sove- 
ragnty,upon univerſal and egregious failures in the Truſt 
| that had been credited and conſigned unto him. Of this 
we have indiſputable Evidence, 1n the Articles advanced 
in Parliament againſt Richard the Second, when he was 
depoſed from the Throne, and had the Scepter raken-out 
of his hand. Yea, to prevent all dangers which might 
befal the Subje@, thro' the King's being truſted with the 
Executive Power of the Goverament,he is not by our Con- 
ſtitution and Laws allowed todo any thing in his own Per- 
ſon, nay, not ſo much as to draw and feal the Commiſſion 
of thoſe that are to at inhisname and under him. And as 

nothing 
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norhing is accounted in our Government a Commilſion, 


but what the Law Authorifeth and Warrants; ſo he is lia- 


ble to be proceeded 2gainſt as the higheſt Criminal, that . 
preſumerth to Act in the vertue of any other. An ille- 


gal Commiſſion, is fo far from conveying a power unto 
any man to ACt, that it isa greater Crime to doany thing 
upon the Aathority of it, than it would be to commit 
the ſame fa&t, without all colour and pretence of power 
and warrant, Seeing - the injury in the one cafe, doth 
only afte& and terminate him that receives 1t ; where- 
as in the other itaffets both the King, the Government, 
and the whole body of the People. And as if it were 
not enough to preſerve us, harmleſs frony,the Executive 
power lodged in the King, that all the Commiſſions 
iſſuable from him are to be Legal, or otherwiſe to be ac- 
counted null ; even they who ftand warranted, and em- 
powered to At by Legal Commillions, are not on- 
ly to be Sworn to execute them Legally, but are 
obnoxious to be puniſhed for every thing they 
do upon them that deviates from the Meaſures of 
the Law. And as 'tts the Duty and hath been the 
PraCtice of thoſe who have been faithful ro the Truſt 
repoſed in them, regardful of their own Honour and 
Juſt to the Kingdom, to puniſh their Officers and M;- 
niſters for Malverſation, and for departing in their :Ad- 
miniſtration from the Rules of our Common and Statute 
Laws, Witneſs King Alfred who cauſed fourty four Fa- 
flices to be hanged in one year for illegal, falſe, and corupr 
Judgments ; fo it belongeth unto our Parliaments, as be- 
ing one of the great Ends as well as Reaſons, for which 
they ought to be frequently called and Aſſembled, to in- 
quire into, and to punith the Crimes of Judges, and of 
all others, employed by, and under the King in the'Exe- 
cutive part of the Government. From hence it is, that 
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as the Houſe of Commons among other capacities in 


7 which they fit'and A; are by the Conſtitution tobe the: 
* great Z»queſt of the Kingdom, to ſearch into all the Op- 


preſiions and Injuſtices of the King's Miniſters ; ' fo the 
Houle of Lords', among their'feveral other Rights and 
Priviledges ſtand cloathed with the Power'and Authority 
of the High Court of- Judicature of the Nation, who are 
to puniſh thoſe who have misbehaved themſelves in all o- 
ther Courts, as well as thoſe whom Inferiour Courts 
have either connived at , or have been ſo wicked as un- 
righteouſly to juſtifie. ' Of this all Ages afford us Prefi- 
dents, and nothing but the ſupineneſs of this,in not mak- 
ing ſo frequent and ſignal Examples of Parliamentary Ju- 
ſtice among the Miniſterial Diſpenſers of our Laws, and 
among the Officers of our late Kings, as our Anceſtors 
uſed to do , hath rendred our withdrawn Prince's being 
truſted with the Executive part of the Government, ſo 
miſchievous unto the Kingdom,and the Abuſe of it ſo Fa- 
tal at laſt unto himſelf, | 

Having with all imaginable brevity declared the Na- 
ture, and ſtated the Boundaries of our Government,both 
in what is entruſted with the King, as well as in what is 
reſerved unto the People, that which in thenext place I 
am to addreſs 
King of England can ſo Misbehave himſelf in his Office, 
as that according to the Rules of our Conſtitution, and 
the Meaſures of Juſtice, he may be either Reſiſted in his 
Arbitrary and Illegal Exerciſe of it, or Degraded and De- 
poſed from his Regal Dignity. And it ought to have 
no ſmall Influence upon our Ungerſtandings,rowards our 


, aſſenting unto, and'embracing the Afirmatzve, that our 


Predecefſors not only managed open War with a Nolumus 
Leges Anglie mutari apon their Banners , againſt King 


Jobn and Henry the Third, for Uſurpation upon their 


C Laws 


my ſelf unto, is to enquire whether a. 
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and ' Male-adminiftration. Nor are there any Ay- 
thors meriting the leaſt regard among the higheſt Aſtr- 
tors of Monarchy and Regal Prerogative, who do not al- 
low various Caſes in which Kings may both al:dicate 
themſelves from their Power and: Authority, and be re- 
nounced and degraded by others. It the becoming Lana- 
tick and of Znſound Memory, which are natural Infirmi- 
ties, be ſufficient Reaſons in the Judgments of all Men, 
for precluding Princes from their Office, as well as from 
the Exerciſe of Kingly Power ? There are certainly Mo- 
ral Diſtempers which dg render them more incapable of 
Regal Truſt, and leſs qualified for the Exerciſe of Reo. 
ral Authority, ſuch as an implacable Malice to the wel- 
fare-of the whole Community, or an Attachment to one 
party to the Extirpation of all others. *Tis generally 
granted, that-the entering in Religion, which the Law 
accounts a civil Death, doth diſable a perſon both from 
the Claim and Exerciſe of Magiſtracy ; and therefore I 
know no reaſon why one ſhould nor be eſleemed equal} 

unqualified for Soveraignty, by having Enrolled himſelf 
into the moſt ſanguinary Order of rhe Papal Church, and 
having ſubjeted himſelf intirely to their ConduCt, tho? 
in order to the remaining the more able to Execute their 
Malice, and to campaſs their Brutal Ends, he hath decli- 
ned to aſſume and take on the Habit. But I ſhall ſuper- 
cede whatſoever may be Muſter'd from theſe Topicks, 
for the Reſiſting and Abdicating of his late Majeſty ; and 
ſhall juſtifie our doing fo from Principles which our Con- 
{titution and Laws do Adminiſter, and which no man 
can contradit without belying their Sight and Feeling, 
as. well as the being Treacherous to the Diftates of their 


Judge- 
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Judgments and Underſtandings, For admitting us to 


Z be, as we really.are, a Free and a Proteſtant Kingdom, 


who have not only many Priviledges and Rights reſer- 


ved and ſecured unto us, and the Reformed Religion 


; freely tochuſe, have in the EnaCting and Repealing of all 
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# made a part of our Property, but who ſtand veſted with 


2 large ſhare in the Legiſlation, through the Power Ng 
our Repreſentatives, whom we ought and have a Title 


Laws; there are three things whereby our lately depart- 
ed King hath unqualified himſelf, both for the Claim and 
Exerciſe of the Regal Power, and which made it lawful 
and neceſſary at firſt to Reſiſt, and doth render it now 
Juſt and Expedient to Abdicate him. The firſt is, That 
through having diſpenſed with the Oath of Supremacy, 
which precluded all Forraign Juriſdiction, and through 
having received the Pope's Nuncio, and Provincial Ro- 
miſh Biſhops ; he hath thereby rob'd the Crown of its 
brighteſt Jewel, namely of the having and exerciſing Au- 
thority and Juriſdiction over all Perſons in this Domini- 
on, and hath transferred and ahened the Regal Power of 
this Kingdom to a Forraigner. The ſecond is, That be- 
ing truſted with the Regal Power, and veſted with the 
Executive part of the Government, for the preſervation 
of the Rights and Liberties of the People, he hath in 
innumerable ways, methods, and inſtances, applied and 
exerted it to their Ruine and Deſtruction. The third is, 
That by reaſon of his diſpenſing with Laws, ſeizing of 
Charters, and prafticing upon the Freedom of thoſe 


who have right of Eledting Members to Parliament, he 


hath overthrown the whole Legiſlative part of the Go- 
vernment, and ſubverted the very Fundamental Conſti- 
tutions of the Realm. His whole Reign hath been a 
continued Invaſion upon our Laws, Liberties, and Pro- 
perties. He endeavoured ro render Parliaments, and 
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had aftually niade' Courts" of Judicatore , 'Miniſters of 
his Will , Pleafure,' and-unruly Laſts, inftead of their be- 
ing Afſertors ind Vindicators bf ' ofr National 'Rights, 
4nd Diſpenſers of Law , Juſtice , and Equity. There 

is nothing Eſſential, ' Satred , or Inviolable in our Con- 
fitution , which he 'Hath not” fabverted/as well =s tha- # 
Ken, Our Lives,Tabertits, and Fortunes have been fub- A. 
jetted ro the Will, Power , and Authority of thoſe - | 
whom the Laws of the Land not only make incapaBle, © 
but declare to be Traytors. We have not only been 
withont Parliaments beyond the time appointed by the 
Law, but there have'been means uſed to*prevent our 
ever having ohe that deſerved to be held and: eſteetned 
'Lawfal and Free. The Civilas'well as Military Power, 
which ought to bein no hands, fave 'in theirs who will 
maintain our Liberties , "and defend our Perfons , have 
* been committed and entruſted to ſuch, who judge it'to 
'be both their Duty, and Meritorious to Rob, Deftroy, 
and Extirpate us. The Eccleſiaſtical Commiſſioners were 
not only a Body of Men erected in Oppoſition unto,and 
in deffance of our Laws ;* but had both the whole Cler- 
- gy of England,and our Religion, proſtituted to their Arbi- 
trary Will. No man in England was ſecure of his Freehold, 
after what Wright, Fexer, and the Biſhop of Cheſter had 
done againſt the Preſident and Fellows of Magd: Colledge. 
We could no lonper beffaid to have Properties of Inheri- 
rances , but what we pofleſſed was precarious, and held 
by no other Tenure but that of Courr pleaſure and'con- 
nivance, The Kings claiming a Right to diſpenſe with ſo 
many Laws, Enacted for our Defence and Safety ; 'gave 
' him a Title to. Diſpenſe with aff our Laws, whenſvever 
' he ſhould! find it ſeaſonable and cohvenient. $0 that tip- 
. on thewhole, it was becorhe both Lawful ahd Neceſſary, 
"to recover thatby Force , which had been wreſted from 


us 
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us by 'Uſurpation. 'Nor 'had'we been worthy of th 


* 'Name of Engliſh-men , hbut/had ſhewn ourſelves a dege- 


+ 
o 
= 


| nerate Off-ſpring,'and proved Traitors to God,our Coun- 


trey, and our Poſterity , had we not been ready. to re- 
trieve and vindicate our Rights upen the firit opportuni- 
ty that ſhould be offered unto us. Oar having reſerved 


3 Rights and Priviledges unto our felyes, gave us a Right 


to defend- them in caſe they came to be Invaded. And 
though there were not wanting ignorant and mercinary 
men,who would have rivetted the King in his Tyranny, 
and fettered the Subject in Slavery, by their Treaſo- 
nable Dottrines of Paſſive Obedience, and Nou- Reſiſtance, 


yet the Rational and Ingenious part of Mankind,rermain- 


ed fo far preſerved from the infe&ion of thoſe flaviſh No» 
tions , as to know themſelves to be no farther bound to 
ſuffer, than the Law had obliged them, nor tied up to 


any other meaſures and 'degrees of Obedience , than 


what they were confined unto, by the Rules of the Con- 
ſtitrution, and by the Statutes of the Realm, Yea tothe 
Reproach of too many of the Crape , the very Gentle- 


" men of - the Sword, who ſtood muſter'd under the Kings 


Banners,and by whom heexpeRed to have been ſupport- 
ed in his Invaſions upon Law and Religion , were not 
only ſo far ſenſible of -his unjuſt ulſurpations upon the 
Rights and Priviledges of the Nation ,/ and of his deſign= 
ing the Extirpation of: Proteſtancy and Liberty,but were 
alſo fo far convinced of its being-the duty of every Pro- 


' teſtant and Engliſh-man, to refiſt and not toabet him, 


that upon this inducement , and upon no other, they 


turn'd their Arms againſt,as well as abandoned him. Nor 
'was there any thing whereby the King can be ſuppoſed 
to have been prevailed upon, to forſake both the Govern- 


ment and the Kingdom, - but a ſenſe of his own Gui, 


and anapprehenſion of his demerit. There was neither 
Force 
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Force, nor Menace,uſed to drive him from the one or the 
other ; only.the Thoughts of a Free Parliament, and of 


what he might be found obnoxious unto , by the Funda- 
mental Rules of the Government , chaſed him from the 
Throne-and out of the Nation. And as we have various 


Preſidents in all Free Nations , giving countenance to 


what we have been doing ; ſo no Kingdoms atiord more 
examples 1n Juſtification of it, than our own. | 
However , after all the Evils which this late King had 
done us, we are willing to acknowledge the kindneſs we 
have received from him at laſt, in his leaving the Nation 
and retiring beyond Sea. And that which is,now incum- 
bent upon us , as we would be juſt both to him and our 
ſelves, is to bolt the Door after him, and fo fore-cloſe 


| his Return. Though we were once fo fooliſh as to truſt 


him, notwithſtanding his Religion , as hoping the King 
would have been two ſtrong for the Papiſt ; yet ir were 
madneſs to do it a ſecond time , eſpecially atter we have 
ſeen the Monarch all along too weak for the Papal Bi- 
got. Thefault is his , in the deceiving us once ; but it 
would be ours, ſhould we give him an advantage of de- 
ceiving us again. We have provoked him too far, to 
think of laying our ſelves any more athis mercy. Nor 
is 1t poſſible to receive any Security from him, but what 
he hath already falſified. The whole Kingdom is embar- 
ked too far, to think ever of Retreating; and his Miſ- 
government during the whole time he was permitted 
to Reign, diſableth him from being truſted with Authce 


rity any more. A few little and deſperate people, may 
© (if they think fit) talk their Necks into a Nooſe ; but | 
_ they will ſoon find, that the Nation is not to be twatled 


again into Slavery.' His very Retreating inte France, is 
a juſt bar againſt the admitting his return ; ſeeing it is 


morally impoſſible he ſhould come back from thence, bur 


under 
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under Confederacies with that Monarch , for tlie Extir- 


pating the 


Reformed Religion every where , and for the 


* Ruining of theſe Nations, and of all Ewrope, Nor will 


# thoſe Provinces andSrates that lent theit Forces to inable 
F us to vindicate and aſſert our Rights, ever ſuffer the King 
J co get into a condition , of wrecking his malice upon 


them for their kindneſs to us. And ſhould we be lo far 
infatuated , as to reinthral our ſelves; it will be our fate 
to be neither pittied in our miſeries , nor relieved from 
them. Yea God himſelf will laugh at our Calamities, 
when they come'to overtake us, through our own wil- 


fulneſs and choice. 


* 


But though Fames the Second ſtand unqualified, and me- 
rally diſabled from being any more King, yer it is indiſ- 
penſably neceſſary we ſhould have One, a King being no 
leſs eſſential in the Body Politick of England; than the 
Head is in the Body Natural. To dream-of reducing 
England toa Democratical Republick , is incident only 
to-perſons of ſhallow Capacities, and ſuch as are unac- 
quainted with the Nature of Governments, and the Ge- 


nius of Nations. 


For as the Mercurial and Maſculine 


Temper of the Engliſh people, is not to be moulded and 
accommodated toa Democracy ; 1o it is impraCticable to 
eſtabliſh ſuch a Common-wealth, where there is a nume- 
rous Nobility and Gentry, unleſs we ſhould firſt deſtroy 


and extirpate them. 


This 1s demonſtrable from all Hi- 


ſtories extant , whether they be Modern or Ancient. 
And either to hope for, or to endeavour to do this: in 


England; were the higheſt folly, as well as the moſt pro- & 


digious wickedneſs imaginable. To think of precluding 
Kingſhip out of the Conſtitution of the Eogliſh Goverr -- 
ment, would lay us under a neceſſity of Excluding al- 
ſo a Houſe of Peers, which for any one to attempt,would 
be equally as imprudent as tt would be unjuſt. Nor is the 
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naturalneſs of this inference meerly ſupported. by. the 
pradice of the late times ; but it deriveth its Light and 
evidence from: the nature. of the thing itſelf, For as the 
very end of a Houle of Peers, is to be a shreen, between 


, the Monarch and the Commons,to prevent his Invading 4 
the Priviledges of the People ,, and their uſurping upon | 


the Prerogatives of the Crown ; ſo without our havin 


a King, they would become not only uſeleſs but burthen- | 
ſome. Yea, to ſhut Kingſhip out of the Conſtitution, | 


woul1 draw after it the alteration of the whole Body of 
our Laws, which would be of ill conſequence to the whole 
State, as well as to particular Men. There is nothing 


more obvious, than that the Stile and Authority of King, ? 
15 ſo Incorporated with, and woven into our Laws, that | 
without it, they are neither intelligible, nor can they be | 


applied to the Uſes and Ends for which they were En- 
atted and made. This one of O/zver Cromwels Parlia- 
ments was ſenſible of, and therefore adviſed him to ex» 
change the Name of Protector, for that of King. Which 
he either out of a Capricio of his own, or for fear of dif- 
guſting his Army refuſing to comply with, gave firſt an 
opportunity and advantage to his own Creatures for the 
Depoſing his Son ; and ſecondly paved the way and laid 
it open for the Reſtoration of the Royal Family. And as 
the Government of England is imperfett without a King; 
ſo it is not only needful that weſhould cure this defect in 


the Budy Politick, but that it ſhould be done with all the | 
Expedition that is poſſible. For until then, the Govern» | 


ment can exert it ſelf but in few of its proper operations ; 
nor can it either Repeal ill Laws , nor Enact ſuch good 
ones as we want and need. Beſides,this is the firſt means 


of rendring us fate at home , and formidable abroad, | 
Were this once acompliſhed, Forreign Enemies would !' 
dread us, and Inteſtine Foes ſhrink in their Heads. Nor *' 


can ? 
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can any thing leſs , check the intemperate and ſeditious 
Language of fome, and diſcourage the audacious Cabal- 
lings and dangerous Machinations of others, 

3} Now the Caſe that we are to Diſcourſe, falls not with- 
J in the compaſs, nor under the Regulation , of what a 
J King and the Two Houſes of Parliament may do in the 
diſpoſal of the Crown. The many Statutes by which it 
hath been Earailed,do plainly ſhew that they have a Right 
to Settle it. And though they may be confined from go- 
ing out of the Royal Line, yet it is evident from thoſe 
upon whom it hath been conferred, that they are not 
always obliged to beſtow it in the order and way that 
common Inheritances deſcend. For whereas both Queen 
Mary, and Queen Elizabeth ſucceeded to the Crown, yet 
it could be in the vertue of nothing but*the Aft of Set- 
tlement, of the 35 Her. 8. ſeeing it the one of themwas 
Legitimate, the other could not, nor as fuch pretend to 
any Title or Claim. Yea our Law does exprefly declare, 
that the Prince Regnant whoſoever he be, may and can 
with the concurrence of the Two Houſes of Parliament, 
Diſpoſe, Settle, and Entail the Crown, as ſhall be thought 
moſt needful and convenient.” For this ſee Raſta/'s ſecond 
Vol. 13 Elzz. cap. 1. where the words of the Statute are 
as follows. Be it Enatted, that if any perſon, ſhall in an 

wiſe, hold and affirm, or maintain, that our Sovereign Lady 
Ehzabeth, the Queens Majeſty that now is, with and by the 
Authority of the Parliament of England, s yot_able to make 
Laws and Statutes of ſuficient Force and YValidity,to Limit 


and Bind the Crown of this Realm, and the Deſcent, Limi- 
tation , Inheritance and Government thereof ; or that this" 


preſent Statute, or any other Statute to be made by the Au- 
thority of - the Parliament of England, with the Royal Aſ- 
ſent, 15 not, or ſhall not, or ought not to be for ever , of good 
aud ſufficient farce and validity to Bind, Limit, Reſftrain, and 

D '*_ Govern 
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Govern all perſons , their Rights and Titles, that in any wiſe 
may or might claim any intereſt or. poſſibility., in or to the 
Crown of England, in Poſſeſſion, Remainder , Inheritance , 
Succeſſion, or otherwiſe howſoever ; that every ſuch perſon. ſo 
Holding, Affirming, or Maintaining, Auring the Life of the 
Queens Majeſty, ſhall be judged a high Traytor and ſuffer and 


forfeit as in caſes.of Gs ate reaſon is accuſtomed. And that eve- 


ry perſon fo holding, afirming;or maintainixg.after the deceaſe 
of our ſaid Soveraign Lady ſhall forfeit all his Good and Chat- 
tels. Nor was the Power and Authority of Parliament,for 
conveying and*diſpoſing of the Crown, ever queſtioned 
or gainſaid, till a few Mercinary People about ten years 


ago, endeavourcd to obtrude, upon. us a pretended Di-- 


vine, and unalterable Right to the Succeſſion, which 
was the more irrational, firange, and to be wondered at, 


ſeeing all the Race of the Stewarts after Robert the firſt 


had, no other Title to the Crown of Scez/aud, but what 


they derived from an A& of Parlament, in prejudice and. 


precluſion of theſe of the Ligitimate and right Line. For 


the ſaid Robert having had three Sons and one Daughter. 


by. a Concubine named Elizaheth More, whom he after» 


wards married to one Gifford, himſelt at: the ſame time- 
taking into Marriage Exufemia the Daughter of, the Earl. 


of Roſs, by whom he had Ifſue Walter and: David, Earls 
of Athol and Strathern, and Eufemia that was of arr 
married, to Fames Douglaſs: Son to the Earl of Do 

The forementioned Rekers did not only -upon the Death 
of. his, Wite Eufemia, and of Gifford the Husband of, E1:- 
zabeth More , take into Wedlock his former, Concubine Elj« 
zabeth More, but obtained by an ACt of Parliament, that 
the Children: whom he had begotten, upon her in Concu- 
binate ſhould: be Entitled unto, the Crown, and that his 
Lawfu] and Legitimate Children, by his Wife Eufemia 


ſhould: be-precluded and-debarred. And it was hereto- 


fore the more ſurpriſing unto me, to find the Penfiona- 
FF TOI, ries 


walaſs; 


( 27 ) 
ries and Advocates of the late Duke of ork, plead for a 
8 Divine and unchangeable Right of Succeſſion, ſeeing all 
* theclaim that the Scots Race had to the*Throne of Zug. 
/and,;through their being deſcended from the eldeſt Daugh- 
ter of Henry the Seventh , was from and by an ACt of 
Parliament which veſted the faid ZZexry in the Crown of 
this Realm. For tho' the fore-mentioned Hexry,by reaſon 
of his Marriage to Flizabeth, Daughter to Edward the 
Fourth of the Houſe of Tort , had a Legal Title to the 
Crown of England by the Common Law, yet he was fo 
far from inſiſting upon and Fig it, that he choſe to 
hold and poſſeſs the Crown in the force and vertue of an 
A@ of Parliament. For as his Title by the Houſe of Lax- 
caſter, was both originally unlawful , and had particular 
flaws and defeAs init, fo all the claim hecould pretend 
unto that way , was 1n the Right of his Mother, who as 
ſhe outlived hisadvancement to the Throne ſeveral years, 
and fo ſhe was never admitted to the Royal Authority,nor 
ſuftered to ſway the Scepter. | 
.- But that which is mere peculiarly my Province at pre- 
ſeat, is to enquire what Power and Right the Peers and 
Commons of England, have in and over the. Crown, for 
the Conveying, Diſpofing, and ſetling of it , in caſe of a 
Devolution,through the Thrones becoming,by one means 
or another, empty and vacant. Ani as to this, we ſtand 
provided with many and fignal Preſidents,of the Crowns 
having been Conferred' and Beſtowed, as the General 
Councils and Parliaments of the Kingdom judged moſt 
conduceableto the publick Safety and Benefit , but ſtill 
keeping within the Sphear and Circle of the Royal Fame 
ly and Line... The Sax) times afford ſeveral Inſtances 
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were-either necdfut to recount them); or if. the: brevity 


towhick Fambound up and obliged, would allow 'meto . 


D 2 repreſent 


repreſent them-in their full and due light, and to adorn 


them with the circumſtances, that do belong unto and 
enforce them. But all the Preſidents I ſhall produce from 


| hence,ſhall be thoſe of A/fred and Edward the Confeſlor, 


of whicli the /atter was /aſt,and the other.the firſ? Univerſal | 

Saxon: Monarch. Forn afſureti.us in his Mirrour, that the 
People of England after great Wars , Tribulations-,. and 
Troubles ,. ſuffered for a long time ,. by. reaſon of their 
multiplicity of Kings, did at laſt EJett and Chooſe one. 
King to Reign over them , whom they made. to Swear that he 


ſhould not only Govern them by Law , but that he ſhould be 


obedient to ſuffer Right, as well as others. of his people ſhould 
be. Accordingly Alfred acknowledgeth ia his W:lllubjoyn- 
ed unto his Life by Menevenfts ., that he owed his Crown 
to the Bounty of his Princes, and of. the Elders of his 
People : Principes cum Sentoribus populi, miſericorditer ac 
benigne dederunt. And for Edward. the Conteſlor , he 
could: have no Right to tae Crown , fave. by the Grant: 
and-Gii: of the People ; ſeeing the Claim by Deſcent and 
Common Law. , was-in his Nephew. Edward the Son. of 
Edmond Tronfide. Accordingly all our Hiſtorians, lodge 
the Confeſſors.whole Title to the Soveaignty, 1n-his-being 
Eleftus in Regem ab omni populo, The power which the 
people of Exg/and had in the Diſpoſal of the Crown du» 
ring the time of Saxons, is confirmed unto us by that. 
Noble Record, which Sir Zeary Spelman hath cited, Con» | 
cil:Yol. 1.pag. 291. For we do there find; how-that in a * 
Parliament held at Calcuth, An. 787. it was Ordained and 
Enacted, 7» illo conventu panangiico , ad quem convenerunt 
omnes Principes tam Ecclefiaſtici quam ſeculares , una cum 
populo. Terre, That Kings ſhould be Elefed by the Parlia« 
ment, ut Eligantur a Sacerdotibus .. ©. Sentoribus populi ; 
and that being choſen , they ſhould have Prudent Coun- | 
2allers, Fearing God, Confiliarios prudentes, Deum timent Gs, | 

| And 


Ma. 


( 29 ) 
And this Right over the Crown-, and abont the diſpofal 
of it, which our Anceſtors challenged and exerciſedall the 
rime of the Saxons, they. have maintained andexerted 
with no leſs courage and vigour in every Agefince the 
coming, in of the Norman Race. William the Firſt (who 
-15 unjuſtly ſtiled the Conqueror , as having ſubdued none 
but Harold and thoſe that abetted him) did no otherwiſe 
obtain the Crown, nor aſcend the Engliſh Throne, fave 
in the vertue of arrunanimous and -free Choice and Sub- 
miſſion of' the Peers and Body of the People. Convenien- 
tibus Francis & Anglis, illiſque omnibus concedentibus, Coro- 
nam Anglie & Dominationem ſuſcepit , ſaith the Anoni- 
mous Author ſubjayned to Sy/as Tailor's Hiſtory of Ga: 
wvelkind: A'Clero &' populo ſuſceptus., & ab omnibus Rex 
acclamatus, fay Matth.- Paris and Florilegus. -Ab omnibus 
proceribus Rex eft\ Eleftus; fays Walſmngham. Univerfi Hi- 
lari conſenſu-, eum fibi in Regem & Dominum coronari con- 
ſonuerunt; (faith 711, Piftav.) when 1t had been: propoſed 


unto them,whether they would receive and admit him or. 


not. Nor did the ſaid Wil/zaw only obtain-the Crown 
by the Peoples Choice , but he was made to Swear be- 
fore his Coronation, that he ſhould Govern the People juſt- 
ly, keep and obſerve unto them all their old Laws, and con- 
ſent unto the having ſuch farther Laws Enafted, as ſhould 


be found needful for the Preſervation and Proſperity of the 


Realm. Se velle cuntlum populum juſte Regere rettam le- 
gem ſtatnere & tenere, fays one, antiquas bonas leges invios 
labiter obſervare, lays another. As for William the Third, 


and Henry the Firſt , who are the two next in the Roll. 


and Liſt of our Kings; it is-undeniable:, that+they - be» 


came poſſeſſed of the Crown-by - the meer Gift and 


Choice of the People, For being advanced to the Throne 


in prejudice of, and to the precluſion of Robert their El- 
der Brother, they could have no other preterce, clam; or 


right 
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right unto it, but'what they derived from the People , 


and were indebted for unto Parliamentary Power and Aus 


tacky Our Writers do not only give us an account of 
their ſeveral EleQions, and of the Oaths by which they 


became boung unto the Kingdom , but of the previous 


Conditions, Pronules, and Tearms, by which the people. 


were influenced and prevailed upen , to raiſe them unto, 
and honour them with the Regal Dignity. For Wile 
am Ruſus having promiſed, Si Rex foret (ay Eadmer and 
Brompton) ſe juſtitiam , equitatem, & miſericordiam per 
totum Regnum ,- in, omni megatio ſervaturum'; That if he 
could be choſen and admitted King by the Engliſh, he would 
inall things keep and obſerve Juſtice , Equity and Mercy, 
threughout the whole Kingdom ; he was thereupon in Regem 
Eleftus & Conſecratus, firfl Eleted and then Conſecrated 
King. - And .as Matth. Paris tells us, Fe was in a great 
Council or Aſſembly of the Nobility aud Wiſe Men of the 


Kingdom , Volentibus omnium animns, with the cheerful cons 


ſent of them all, in Regem acceptus,accepted for and admit- 


ted to be King. And tor FZenry the Firſt , the ſame Au» 
thor informs us, how that having called a general Couns 
cil of the Nobles and People to meet»at London ;, he pro» 
micd unto them, provided he might be choſcn King , 
Emendationem Legun, Wc. A reformation of thoſe rigorous 
Laws which his Father and Brother had obtruded on the 
Kingdom , and that he would frame juit Laws, grounded ou 
thofe of Edward the Confeſſor , and that he would likewiſe 
»ot only remit the Taxes, which bad been unduely exadled of 
the Subjed, but puniſh ſuch perſons as had been the Authors 
of thew : and that thereupon the whols Aſſembly unanimouſly 
$hoſe bim, aud appointed him:to be Conſecrated King. And 
as he intirely owed his Crown, to the Eletion and Granr 
of the People,fo he as freely acknowledged it in hisCharter 
(fee Hagu/ft) where he ſays, Sciatis me conſfilio. Baronun 
q » Re 011 
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Regni Anglie ejuſdem Regni Regem Coron:tum eſſe , Know 
ye that I am Crowned King of England, by the-Commos 
Council of the Barons of the ſaid Kingdom. But leaſt any | 
ſhould wonder, why Robert was all this while Excluded; 1 

| 


while his two younger Brothers were preferred before 
him , and exalted to rhe Throne ;. it. may not be amiſs to 
take notice of the reaſon of it, asit isafſigned by Knigh- 
ton, namely becauſe the ſaid Robert, ſemper contrarius,”. & 
adeo innaturalis extiterat Baronibus Regni Angie had been 
always barſh, unnatural and averſe to the Barons of England, 
'Twere anecafie matter to go through all the ſucceeding 
Kings, to the very entrance of the Scozs Race, and to 
ſhew how the People of Erg/and have in all Ages exer- -- 
ciſed a Right and Power in the Diſpoſal of the Crown : 
but this is enough for an Eſſay , and'may ſerve without | 
20 enumeration of more Examples, to awaken: the Peers 4 
and the Repreſentatives of the Commons of Fng/and, ro i; 
claim and exert that Power at this conjunftuxe', which 
from the firſt original of the Government has belonged : 
inſeparably unto them. | 
That which now remains to be Treated of, 15 what be- - 
comes honeſt men to-deſire , and what all men have rea- 
ſon at this. time toexpe&, from: the Wiſdom and Juftice 
of the approaching Conventzon, 1n relation to the beſtow- 
ing,. conveying, and ſctling of the Imperial Crown of this - 
Realm. And that the Conſiderations which are to be 
here- offered,. with all Humility as well as Modeſty , may q 
both ſtandin the clearer light, and have the greater effica- - ld 
cy upon the Minds of thoſe,tor whom they are deſigned; | J. 
I ſhall briefly premiſe theſe things. (1,) That in the cir- 
cumſtances wherein: we are , through the Kings having. 
withdrawn himſelf, and forſaken the Government, the-- 
Crown cannot be ſaid to go by Deſcent and in the way! of 
Iyberitance ; but the Diſpoſal of it falls' to the: Body of the 
People. 
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People of Frgland in their Repreſentatives, by way of 


Ceſs and Develution. There being no Death,Reſignation, 
nor Demiſe, of the fore-going Regent , there.can be no 


Heir, nor any Plea for the Deſcent of the Crown to a 


perſon under that notion. Though there may -be all the 
Reaſon and Juſtice imaginable , for granting. and convey» 
ing it to the perſon that in another caſe would have been 
fo, yet there is neither Common nor Statute Law, in the 
vertue of which it can be now faid fo deſcend. . Proxi- 
mity in Blood may render a perſon fit to be taken notice 
of, by them who are to Diſpoſe it, and Royal Qualities 
and Vertues may make one deferve and merit it to thar 


. degree, that it would be the higheſt injury to the Nation 


and to the People themſelves, to beſtow it elſewhere, buc 
yet for all this, nothing doth Legally Entitle unto it, but 
the Will, Donation, and Gift of the People. (z.) That 
in the preſent caſe, nothing can determine, limit, or re- 
ſtrain thoſe in whom the diſpoſal of the Crown is become 
lodged, but their own Will, guided and regulated by the 
Meaſures of what is moſt conducible to the publick good. 
Many things may ſerve to indicate and dire, where it 
will be moſt for the ſafety and honour of the Kingdom to 
have it Setled, but it is meerly the pleaſure of the great 
Council, and of the Repreſentative of the Nation, that 
can authoritatively fix it. Former Acts of Settlament do 
only declare the Channel in which rhe Succeſſion was to 
run-by the ordinary way of Deſcent ; but they have no 
Legal Force here, by reaſon of the dam and ſtop that is in 
the*Road and Path of Conveyance. Nor doth the Com- 
mon Law, which in the want of Ads of Entail,d: fines rhe 
order of Succeſſion, ſ1gnifie any thing here, farther than 
to remind us of perſons, who wonld have had a juſt and 


unqueſtionable Claim, but for the ſurvivance of Him, af- 


-ter whom only they can by tnat Law pretend and plead. 
(3-) That 


" SO 
(3:). That ſeeing. the Two Houſes cannot ſit, in the nature 
of 4 farmal Parliament, till after the Crown is conveyed 
and fixed, becaule of the. defe&t of one -of the Members 
of the Partiamentary Legiſhtive Body. ; that therefore it 
ſeems very diſputable, whether the one of the ſaid Houſes, 
can until then have a Negative upon the other. And by 
conſequence, as it will become them in prudence not to 
interfere in their Reſolves about the Conveyance of the 
Crown ; ſo it will be no departure in the Lords from their 
own grandeur, to conſider of what force and obligation 
to the whole Commons of Erg/and, the Declaration of 
their Repreſentatives in that matter will be, And whe- 
ther it be not more than probable,that they will own the 
Regal- Authority to be in that perſon, and there to main- 
tain and defend it , where themſelves ſhall convey and 
ſettle it. Now theſe things being premiſed ,. I ſhall as 
one who loveth the welfare of my Countrey , next to 
the glory of God, to his; intereſt in the world,and to the 
happineſs of .my own Soul , offer with the profoundeſt 
ſubmiſſion, what I Judge to be 1n this great Caſe now de- 
pending, moſt ſubſervient to the Securing Religion:here, 
and to the vindicating; it elſewhere, and to the .rendring 
this Nation Safe, Opulent, and Happy. ES 
As to her Royal Highneſs the Princeſs of Orange, they 
mult be Enemies to the Kingdom, who would have any 
thing witheld ftrom,or denyed unto her,that the approach- 
ing Convention,can in conſiſtency with their own Wiſdom, 
and with the Safety of the Nation, grant and beſtow. For 
how great ſoever ſhe is by. her Quality, ſhe is far greater 
by her Merit. Had ſhe been of a Rank never to have 
ſtood in a nearneſs to a Crown; yet all who have the ho- 
nour to know her, would have confeſſed that ſhe deſerved 
one. But alas! though. there may be a Partner in the 
| Royal Stile, there can be none in the Regal Power. And 
Y 35 ſhe her felf will undoubtedly acknowledge the. Prince 
E her 


' ber Husband to be theonl 
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34 
y perſon fitat this feafon for the 
Htter ; fo ſhe will account it to proceed from no want of 
deference to her Perſon and Virtues , if no more be con- 
ferred upon her but the Royal Tithe. For ſeeing the So- 
veraignty can be but in One,though the Stile be commu- 
nicable to more,Reaſon of State obligefhto lodge it where 
it may be moſt for the publick good, The diſpoſal of the 
Crown being fallen to the People by a Ceſs and Devolu- 
rion ; the Succeſſion unto it is not to be Goyerned by 


_ proximity of Blood , but by weighing what is moſt ex- 


pedient forthe benefit of the Community. To beſtow 
the Soveraign Power unto more than One perſon at a 
time, were to embaraſs the Execution of it, and to make 
it impraCicable through the differences which may ariſe 
if Two ſhould become _ veſted mit. Fromthence 
it was, that-upon the oong and Creating Phillip 
King 1n conjunC&tion with Mary , the Daughter of Henry 
the Eighth, it was Ordained and EnaRted, That the Queen 
might and ſhould ſolely, and as ſole Queen , ufe , have, and 
enjoy the Crown and Soveraignty, of and over all theſe Realms, 
DPominions, and Subjefts, with all the Preheminencies, Pre- 
zopatives, Dignities, Authorities, Furiſditions , Honours, 
thereunto belonging, &c. and that no Right or Claim of $9- 
veraignty, ſhould e given, come, or grow unto the ſaid Phil- 
lip, over theſe Realms and Dominions. But though the $0. 
veraign Power be not communicable to more than One, 
and can be lodged no where, fave in a fingle Perſon, yet 
the Royal ſtile may be imparted to more without the 
leaft inconvenience ariſing thereby to the Nation. And 


therefore when I fay that her Royal Highneſs the Princeſs* 


of Orange ought to have the Royal Stite conferred upon 
her, 1 do not thereby mean, that fe ſhould enjoy meerly 
the bare and naked Name of Queen , but that together 


with rhe Perſon to whom the Soyeraignty ſhalf be com- - 


mitted, ſhe ſhall be named in atlLaws, Gifts, Grants, and 
Patents 


\ 
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Patents, &c. and that all theſe ſhall be Enated,Inſtituted, 

fet forth , and made in the Name of her Royal Highneſs 
as Queen, as well as in the Name of. the Perſon in whom 

the Soveraignty ſhall be fixed and ſetled. Nor is this all 

that her Highneſs may in Juſtice expe , but it doth be- 

come the People in deference to her Merit , and in grati- 

tude for the many Obligations which ſhe hath heaped up- 
on them, to ſettle the whole Soveraignty upon her in Re- 
verſion,in caſe ſhe out-live the Perfon to whom'that pow- 
er is firſt Truſted and Committed. And as this will teſti- 
fie, that the Diſpoſal of it otherwiſe for the preſent,ariſeth 
not from Diſreſpe, but from Motives of Neceſlity ; ſo 
we may be aſſured, that her Royal F7ighneſſes love to her 
Country, is fo prevalent in her, above all conſiderations 
regarding her felf , that ſhe would be loath in the mean 
time, and under the great.and preſent exigencies, to in- 
tercept between the Nation and the Bleſſings and vafety 
likely to arife unto.it, by the coming under the Govern- 
ing care, and Soveraign ProteCtion of his Highneſs the 
Prince her Husband, Nay ſhe would account it gnin- 


and knity;and her ſteadfaſtneſs in the Reformed Faith, to- 
gether with,an exemplary adorning of it-, will prove: the 
moſt Soveraign means of recovering back again the per-= 
verted from Popery,and the depraved from Prophaneneſs, 
And her being the beſtWoman,as well as.the beſt Wife,that 
this or any Age can give us an Example of,doth ſufficient- 
ſy aſſure us, that ſhe. will neither Covet, nor be willing to 
Accept more , than what I have mentioned, ſeeing every 
thing beyond that, would both be a detrafting from the 
Glory of her Husband, and to the damage and. prejudice 
of the Community. © __ .. T | 

That which remains then to be done, 15:to declare. the 
Prince of Oraxge King , and to ſettle-upon him the Soves 
raignty and Regal Powerzallowing in the-mean time unto 
the Princeſs, the priviledge of being named with him in all 
Leaſes, Patents, and Grants, This we, owe him in. poing 
of Gratitude; .nor is his delivering the Nation:to be gther- 
wife requited, than by calling him to Rule and Govern it. 
His vindicating our Liberties and Laws, deſerves lis be- 
ing truſted, with the Execution of the. one, and. with the 
Defence; of "both. "And 'by-how ; much he. forbears: to 
challenge it, by fo.much is his Meritunto it.the greater. 
What he.avoides claiming out of. Temperance, we ought 
to have the Generoſity to give. Nor is there any one ſo 
likely to ſway the Scepter with Moderation, whea'poſle(- 
fed of it ; as he who declined to ſnatch it, - when. it lay 


/ within his reach: © 'His unchangeable. adherence. to; what 


- 
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"he promiſed in his Declaration , as a Prince ; ſhews with 


what Sacredneſs, he will obferve his Oath as a King.” Nor 


will heever invade our Priviledges,who hath expoſed him- 
'felf ro fo many hazards for reſtoring of them. We, owe 
it unto himalfo in point of F#fice:At the ſame time,that it 
"is a Gift and Bentvolence;itis adebt due unto his Vertue. 


« He hath all the Wiſdom, Moderation.and Equity requiſize 


in a King, andall the Courage atid Condutt needful in a 
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General. War andPeace arelequally his Province ; and heſtandsim- 
bu'd with all qualities, both. for {waying-the- Sceptet,and weilding the 
Sword, His very Paſſions'plead for him ; and in nothing can we be * 
kinder to our ſelves, than in putting him into'a condition of gratify- 
ing them. 'The Ambition that Acts him of being the Head of the. Pro- 
celtant Intereſt in Ewrope , tendetch nolefs to our benefir:and fafery, 
than it doth to his honour and glory. And the Retentment he retains 
of Injuries done him by the Frexch King, will lead: him-notionly to 
avenge himſelf, but this Kingdom alſo-upon that:common Enemy. 
And to add one thing more, the Crown ought to be beſtowed, upon 
Him on'the (core of Wiflom and Intereft. Nothing ſave the:doing thus, 
will cure the Evils:we have felt, and obviate thoſe-we tear ;;. on ſtate 
us in the poſſeflion' of all the good we need and defice.. - For fr#, we 
ſhall hereby re(torethe Body of the people of England to their ancient 
Right, and reeſtabliſh the Government upon ics Primicive and Otigi- 
nal-Foundation. The pretence of a Divine Right of Succefiion, which 
had almoſt deſtroyed us of late,and which after: rewo:arthree removes, 
may ap4in hazard our being Ruined; will by:this means ſtand for ever 
brandetV anidicondemned. Nor will chere be any. cauſe'of apprehend- 
ing a'ftormchereatter cowards the: Kingdom! from Spain or Savoy ; 
when once the Nation hath 1n its whole Political Bady exerciſed the 
power belonging unto'ic, of — and ordering the Succef{ion,:as 
it is found convenient for its own '{afery... 2. We.ſhall heceby ſhut 
and bolt-the:dore, againſt the'rewrmnand: re-entry of ther abdicared 
and wichdrawn King: Neither himſelf nor Parizans, will eircher hope 
or venture'to break oper a; gate; ' where: {o- vigilant, magnanimous, 
wiſe,and Marrial a perſon ſtands Guardian,as his Highneſs the Prince 
of Orange 15 by all men acknowledged to be. 3. We jthall hereby fore- 
cloſe all Claim unto the Crown, arifting.by the plea and pretence of an 
immediate Succeſſor and anext Heir, For by the excluſion of allRight. 
to the Soveraignty in way, of Deſcent, thereis no room lefe for any. 
tochallenge a Title to the Government upon that bottom and found- 
ation. And though it would be eafie ro demonſtrate the ſuppo/iriouſneſs | 
of the-pretended Prince of Wales, 'and to lay open the unnatural. and 
hortid/Impoſture of: obrruding” him upon the Nation as. a Legiti- 
mate Son 3 yer we ſhall by che Method propoſed , : both deliver aur 
ſelves fromthe necefiny of: that Inquiry, . and-prevent the infamy-. 
with which the King mult. be eternally covered upon that dereRian. 
4: We ſhall by this one-thang of .b:{towing the Soveraign Authority 
- upon the. Prince of Orange , more efectually ſecure our retrieved Li-- 
add berties- 
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bortics and Priviledges , then by all the Laws with which we Fence 
and Hedge them. He that fcornfully rejected the offer of Soveraign- 


' ty over Holland , when made unto him by the French King, as the 


price of Betraying and Enſlaving his Country 3 can never become 
guiky of invading the Rights and Priviledges of England, when 
eruſted wich their preſervation and defence. Nor will he ever abuſe 
that power to the Nations prejudice , which he receives and holds 
by its kindneſs and bounty. -His uſing to fay, that he cannot have 
{o unworthy a Conception of God , nor fo. baſe thoughts of Man- 
kind , as to believe that one perſon ſhould ever be deſigned by the 
Supream and Almighty King , to trample-upon a Society and rule 
over it by way of appreſlian.; doth not- only deglare his knowledge 
of the Nature, End, and Principles of Government , but how it is 


repugnant to his Nature, and inconſiſtent with his avowed Judg- | | 


ment , to wrong and injure a Society, either by fraud or violence. 
5. We ſhallby chis means become united amongour ſelves,and great 
and proſperous at home. For as he can have no Intereſt either di- 
ftin& or divided from that of- the wholepeople 5 fo he can fall un- 
der no teraptation, either of quarrelling with che Community,or of 
wheedling , ufing and improving one party , to the. inconvenience 
and prejudice of another. And though thoſe of the National Cona- 
munion, may be fully aſſured of their being maintained and prote- 
tected in every thing which the Laws ſhall give ther a Right and 
Title unto: ; yet no man needs:to fear, that he whoſe glorious aim is 


to. be the Head of the whole: Proteftane Intereſt, wil ever become fo | 
Inftrafmentand. Tool,of ha- 


attached to one party, as to become-an: 
rafling and perſecuting all others. 6.We ſhall hereby become ſtrong 
both in power and Alkes. abroad. For: befides the. addition of the 


| Force andopulency that will: accrue uato the Kingdots during his 
'Life and Reign, by the Hereditary Principalicies, Dominiong,Sates, 


and Territories, that appertain unto him z; all the Princes and States 
of Europe, with whom it is our Intereſt to. be Confederated, will be 
ambitious of becoming Leagned and: Allied with us. His greatnel!s 


and power, whenſbever he is King of Ervg/and, will make then covet 
and defire it ; and his inviolate Sincerity. in every thinghepromileth, 
' will make them truſt unto andrely uporvit. He: that in the ſtation 


of Statbolder of Holland, could make that figzre in: the. world , ax:he 
hath done., and be able to bring ſo. many Princes of diffe- 


- rent Religions and Intereſts., into -an Union. againſt, the com- 
-- mon Enemy. of Exrope.3 what will. he not be in & _—_— ; 
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offe, if he were once veſted with the Royal arid Soveraign Pow- 
er of Great Britain, and of .the:Dominions annexed and belong- 
ing thereunto : And as he will be an infallible mean, both of ex- 
tingdiſhing all Entmity beeween'us and theſe Provinces that emulate 
and rival us in Trade, andof bringing us and them into a happy and 
indiſloluble Confederacy, ſo we may eaſily foreſee the Advantages 
that will unavoidably attend upon a Conjunction of their and our Aa- 
rine ſtrength. 7, We ſhall hereby become formidable to our for- 
reign Enemies : #raxce will-no longer be our dread, but our ſcorn and 
contempt ; and we fhall there ere&t the Trophies of our Liberty, as 
well as of our Vitory ; whence the Advice, as weli as Pattern came 
of Enflaving us. With this Prince at the head of our Governmenc 
and Armies, in the quality. of King of England, we ſhall not only 

- break the Chains with whichhat falſe and ryrannous Monarch 'wonld 
fetter Ewrope, but avenge both our own quarrels, and thoſe of all Chr:- 
ffendom, upon that haughty and uſurping Prince, and reduce him with- 
inthe limits from whence our late Kings help'd to raiſe him, contrary 
to all the Rules of Policy, as well mn Juſtice. 8/y, We ſhall by this 
means revive the hopes, and lay a foundation for the Redemption and 
Reſtauration of perſecuted and exiled Proteſtants : As *rwas 11t orger 
to the Preſervation of the Reformed Religion in Britain, that he under- 
took this late Expedition, wherein God hatii honoured him with fo 
great ſuccels, ſothere are no dangers which he will not chearfully ſb- 
mit unto, and undergo, far the vindicating Religion into Freedom elf 

where, and forthe ſerling Proteftants in the guier poſſeffion of thaſere- 
ligious-and civil Liberties of which they have been perjuriouſly and 
barbarouſly diſpoſſeſſed. The eyes of the poor exiled French, are 
upon this approaching Convention, and ftand prepared to date their 
Deliverance and Redemption from the moment, in which that Af- 
ſembly ſhall tranfer and deyolve the Soveraign and Royal Power pf 
England upon his Highneſs the Prince of Orange 5 who as he hath been 
already their chief Patron, Benefattor, Refuge and Sannary, fothey 
look uport him as the only Peſo under Got; deftined by Heavento 
be their Saviour, and from whoſe Compaſſion, Courage, and Zcal 
they may expect the Vindication of their Wrongs, and their Reſtora- 
tion to the free Exercile of their Religion, without let or moleſtati- 
on, under their own Figg-trees and Vines. 

The only ObjeRion that can be aUvanced againſt what hath been 
here humbly propoſed and offered, is, That the ſetling of the Crown, 
and of the Soveraign Power upon the Prince.of Orange, would be to 
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rejudice ofthe PriniifAnnjinchleher Reyal-Highnef the Privite 
ſhould die-beforecherifiugbant. iT which 1-briefly anſwer 

(e//x things: (1.)Thatwhere:rh&he i:no-Claim by Deſcent, as th 
our preſent Cale, there catribe,moInjury. doneto any : For thefe can 
be'no Wrong in with-holding, what.a perſon, hath no Right to chal- 


lenge. | (2.) *Tis too probable ,; and thatto,our great Grief, that 


-his Highneſs the .Prmmce will:be the ſhorteſt liged of the three., ; His 


indefatigable Cares, as weJlLas the Weaknas of kis natural Confticu- 
ri6n; give us too jult.ahd doleful fears oftitii. Now;ſhould that ;come 
to pals, which I pray Godta prevent,.the Prime Ann will receive no 
Injury, (cing all her .pretence is poſterior, to- that of the Princeſs Ma- 
ry. (3.) "Tis not impoſſible, but that the Prince and Princeſs of O- 


range may have Children ; and:then all will contels, that the Princeſs 


Amn can'teceive_ no:wrong,. ſhould: ſhe 'and Prince of Orange ont-live 
the Princeſs Mary ; \{ceing itthe Crown. were to go in the direct or- 
der, and in the way of lineal Deſcent, it devolveth upon -the Chil- 
dren of the Princef Mary, afteriher death, and not upon the Princef 
Ann. (4.). There is no'great likelihood, that the Princef An ſhould 


'out-live her Royal Highnels the, Princeſs of Orange ; and-then by fet- 
-ling'the Crown, as. hath been tiambly. propoſed, no damage will a- 
- tually accrue unto her. (5.) There.is a Benefic, and not' a Preju- 
' dice, ariſing to the Prince Am by the. Method that hath been here 


offered and chalk'd ont : for hereby all Claim ofthe preſent pretend- 
ed Prince of Wales, is debarred and ſhut out, which I think does more 
in point of Benefit ariſing to the Princef Ann, than counteryail allthe 
Damage ſhe is capable af -receiving; by the putting the Prince of O- 


range” firſt in the A& of Setlement and Entail. (6.) There is no- 


thing here deſired or adviſed, in favour and behalf of the Prince of O- 


range, but what we ſhould be willing to have granted to Prince George 
- in» his turn. Nor do I doubt, but -that-the Prince Ann'is' fo good a 
"Woman, and fo excellent a"Wiſe; that ſhe will be. defirons to pur- 


'"'<haſe ſo great an Honour, and fo real a- Benefit to the Prince her 


\-Hwband, at the coſt of a ſmall, and little more than imaginary 
Damage to herlelt. 
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